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U May 1961* 


MEMORANDTM FORi The Director of Central Intelligence 
SUBJECT t "The Invisible Ooveroment" 


1. On behalf of the Clandestine Services, I would like to vote 
in favor of stopping the publication of "The Invisible Qovern^nt" if 
a means can be found to achieve this. 

2. Ttiis book is a classic case of the whole being a far more 
damaging security erosion than the individual parts which compose it. 
Soviet intelligence rrdght be able to couple this kind of compwt<ii.ui& 
out of individual items which have appeared in print, but they would 
not have access to those knowledgeable individ\ials in Washington who 
have contributed to the mortar between the bricks. Mr. Chretien *s 
report to you will bear this opinion, I feel sure. 

3. From page 6 of the book, I have extracted the two para- 
graphs \dileh appear below. To those of us who work in the clandestine 
field, this philosophy is equivalent to saying that our activities 
should not exist* 

"This book is an attenqpt, within the bo\inds of 
national security, to reveal the nature, slae and power 
of the Invisible Government. It is not Intended to be 
an expose, althox*|^ much of the material has never been 
printed anywhere else before. It is an attempt to -de- 
scribe a hidden American institution which the American 
people, who finance It, have a right to know about. 

"The premise of this book is that even in a time 
of Cold War, the United States Government must rast, in 
the words of the Declaration of Independence, on »the 
csMisent of the gcvarnad * • And there can be no meaning- 
ful consent where those who are governed do not know to 
what they are consenting." 
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Mr. Chretien 
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Richard Helms 
Deputy Director for ELana 
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